
 

 

 

 

 

Kenya: Maaike Ghyllebert 

who went to Bangkok, as 

well as Pieter Leenknegt, 

Vincent Viaene and Eric 

Diels who went back to 

Brussels.  We wish them 

good luck with their new 

postings.  We have already 

w e l c o m e d  V i n c e n t 

Willekens, arriving from 

New York and Dave Van 

Landeghem from Brussels.  

Michel De Saint Moulin will 

join us from Bangkok in a 

short while.  I hope you 

will get to meet the new 

members of the Embassy 

very soon. 

 

In July, we had the oppor-

tunity to meet several 

members of the Belgian 

community at a friendly 

family petanque game at 

the Windsor Golf Hotel and 

Country Club in Nairobi on 

the occasion of our Nation-

al Day. The evening was 

yet another great oppor-

tunity to meet new people, 

interact, get to know each 

other better in a beautiful 

surrounding and with 

great Belgian food.  An-

other big thank you to the 

co-organizers Marc Van 

Den Borght from Windsor 

and Pierre De Clerck from 

Brussels Airlines.   

 

Speaking of which, we are 

very sad with the news 

that our national carrier 

will stop its flights to Nai-

robi after so many years of  

 

 

Dear Friends of Belgium, 

 

 

It is hard to believe that 

we have just celebrated a 

year in Kenya about two 

weeks ago.  Time goes 

fast!  I hope that you all 

had a fantastic holiday 

season and that those of 

you who went back to Eu-

rope could enjoy the real 

summer  weather we had 

this year. 

 

As the European summer 

is also the period of the 

Great Diplomatic Migra-

tion, we sadly had to say 

‘Kwaheri’ to four members 

of our Embassy team who 

completed their assign-

ments in  
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presence in Kenya.  The 

team here has been doing 

a fantastic job and I take 

this opportunity to thank 

them once again for the 

fantastic pillar they have 

always been for our small 

but vibrant community.  

We will miss them dearly.  

 

Soon I will send out an e-

mail to all Belgians regard-

ing the project of re-

launching a Belgian Club 

as it used to exist in Nairo-

bi.  The idea will be to or-

ganize a few friendly and 

informal gatherings of our 

community, depending on 

initiatives, ideas, tastes, 

... so if you feel like con-

tributing a bit of time and 

energy to these activities, 

check your inbox as we 

will be looking for volun-

teers!  

 

Finally, please mark the 

date of November 24 in 

your diary: we will be cel-

ebrating King's Day a bit 

later this year, in order to  

combine the reception 

with the presence in Kenya 

of a business delegation 

from Belgium.  

 

Wishing all families a very 

successful school year. 

 

Warm regards,  

 

 

 

Roxane de Bilderling 

Ambassador 
Ambassador de Bilderling with George Karanja, chairperson of the  

Slum Film Festival, supported by Africalia Belgium 
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Diplomatic news 

Upcoming trade mission 
– Our Trade Commissioner 

Ivan Korsak is organising 

a trade mission with CBL-

ACP to Rwanda, Ethiopia 

and Kenya. Registrations 

are open until September 

15 after which an informa-

tion session will follow on 

September 21 at the 

AWEX offices in Belgium. 

The trade mission itself 

s t a r t s  i n  R w a n d a 

(November 16-18), conti-

n u e s  i n  E t h i o p i a 

(November 18-21) and 

e n d s  i n  K e n y a 

(November 21-24). For 

more information, please 

contact: Ivan@belemb.eu  

 

Double Taxation Agree-
ment with Seychelles – 

The ratification process of 

the Double Taxation 

Agreement with the Sey-

chelles has been com-

pleted by the Belgian par-

liaments on May 28, 2015. 

Now, as a last step, both 

countries have to agree on 

the date on which the 

treaty will go into force. 

 

Visit to Rift Valley - At 

the beginning of June, our 

Ambassador travelled to 

the Rift Valley Region, to-

gether with our Counsellor 

and Trade Commissioner. 

They visited Moi University 

and the Rivatex Factory 

(both of which cooperate 

with the Flemish University 

Cooperation) and a drin-

king water project in Iten 

which receives funding 

from the Belgian govern-

ment and is implemented 

by ASPAC, a Belgian com-

pany. They also held con-

tacts with the authorities 

of Uasin Gichu, Elgeyo 

(Continued on page 3) 

In pictures  

Amb. De Bildering, Trade Counsellor Korsak and former First 
Secretary Viaene with Governor Mandago of Uasin Gishu 

« Future steeple chase champions! #Iten High Altitude training 
centre in #RiftValley »  - @DebilderlingR  Jun 9  

The member states representatives of the European Union in Kenya 
met with CS Judi Wakhungu to discuss COP21 in Paris 

Mandatory e-visa - From 

September 1 onwards 

foreigners visiting Kenya 

will be required to apply 

for an e-VISA online be-

fore departure. We recom-

mend all travellers to 

apply for an e-VISA online 

in order to avoid inconven-

ciences upon arrival. Ap-

plications are to be made 

via www.ecitizen.go.ke. 

 

Travellers Online – 

When travelling abroad 

the Embassy advises Bel-

gian citizens to inform 

Foreign Affairs of their tra-

vel plans. On the website 

of Travellers Online you 

can do so easily and free 

of charge. If a crisis would 

occur, we will be able to 

provide better assistance 

to you and to get in touch 

with your family members. 

If you have Belgian visi-

tors coming to Kenya, we 

would appreciate if you 

inform them about this 

tool. For more informa-

tion:   

www.travellersonline.diplomatie.be 

 

Consular fees – The con-

sular fees have been up-

dated and published on 

the website. The new fees 

are applicable from Sep-

tember 1 onwards. 

 

Embassy closed — The Em-

bassy will be closed on Tues-

day October 20 on the occa-

sion of Mashujaa Day and on 

Monday November 2.  

 

Upcoming mission to Ma-
dagascar - The Embassy of 

Belgium in Nairobi is planning 

a mission to Madagascar be-

fore the end of the year. Bel-

gians in Madagascar will be 

informed by email with more 

information about this mission 

as soon as possible.  

Consular news 
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Belgian corner 

Belgium National Day – 

Our National Day is im-

portant to us Belgians, so 

we could not let it pass 

without a celebration. That 

is why we organised a suc-

cessful event in the after-

noon and evening of July 

21 at the Windsor Golf 

Hotel and Country Club in 

Nairobi. We held a family 

petanque championship 

which was followed by an 

informal dinner. Thank you 

to all those who attended.  

 

King’s Day – Hereby we 

would also already like to 

inform you all of the cele-

brations for King’s Day 

that we will hold on No-

vember 24. Please save 

the date. More information 

and the invitation will fol-

low soon. 

 

SN Brussels Airlines – 

Bye bye and thank you SN 

Brussels! The Belgian air-

line stops its direct flights 

from Brussels to Nairobi 

from October 24 onwards. 

Brussels Airlines and its 

predecessor Sabena have 

been flying to and from 

Nairobi for the past 58 

years. Their service will be 

replaced by Lufthansa 

flights to an from Frank-

furt. Brussels Airlines will 

soon start flying to Accra, 

Ghana.  

 

Every Day Heroes - Re-

nowned Belgian journalist 

Rudi Vranckx is currently 

in Kenya recording a new 

documentary called ‘Every 

day Heroes’. In Kenya, the 

journalist and his crew are 

following three extraordi-

nary people dedicating 

their lives to wildlife con-

servancy and anti -

poaching. Dr. Paula Ka-

humbu of Hands Off Our 

Elephants is one of these 

people. You can follow Ru-

di Vranckx’ adventures 

and more about the other 

heroes he follows online 

via Rudi Vranckx’ twitter 

account or via his Face-

book page ‘In het Spoor 

van Rudi Vranckx’. We will 

communicate the broad-

casting date via our social 

media. The National Day celebrations  at Windsor Golf Hotel 

Thank you Pierre for organising the petanque tournament! 

Did you know...  

Did you know that 
Belgium has entered 

the top ten of   

Most reputa-

ble countries 

?  

According to the Rep-
tutation Institute our 
music festivals, good 
food and art cities are 
quoted as major at-

tractions. Our biggest 
attraction is however 
said to be our national 

football team: The 
Belgian Red Devils.  

5th Slum Film Festival – 

From August 24 until 28 

the 5th Slum Film Festival 

took place in Nairobi. Du-

ring this Film Festival, 

which is proudly supported 

by Belgium through Africa-

lia, a Belgian non-profit, 

initiated by the Belgian 

Development Cooperation, 

focusing on culture for 

development, several mo-

vies and documentaries 

about life in the slums, 

made by people who live 

in them, were screened. 

The Festival opened with a 

ceremony held in Mathare 

Slum and ended with a 

closing ceremony at the 

Alliance Française in Nairo-

bi with a speech by our 

Ambassador.  

 

Marakwet and Nakuru 

counties.  

 

Diplomatic rotation – As 

already mentioned by the 

Ambassador, after four 

great years with them at 

the Embassy our Counsel-

lor Pieter Leenknegt and 

First Secretary Vincent 

Viaene have left Nairobi to 

take up new positions in 

Brussels. Vincent Wille-

kens has arrived from New 

York City to take up the 

task of replacing both of 

them. Regional financial 

advisor Maaike Ghyllebert 

left to Bangkok and will be 

replaced soon by Mr Michel 

de Saint Moulin. Mr Eric 

Diels was replaced by Mr 

Dave Van Landeghem. We 

also say goodbye to our 

intern Alexander Vers-

traete who helped the 

team during these last 

three months.  

 

Belgian Development 
Cooperation - The Bel-

gian Development Coope-

ration has made significant 

progress in several areas, 

according to a review of 

the   OECD  Development 

Assistance Committee. 

Positive points include: 

solid policies on multilate-

ral cooperation, the strong 

advances in the field of 

humanitarian assistance, 

the increased focus on 

p o l i c y  c o h e r e n c e 

for development, and the 

focus on the least deve-

loped countries and fragile 

States in Africa.  
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Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/

Embassy-of-Belgium-in-

Nairobi/460174370660062?ref=hl  
 

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/BEinKenya 

 

Website of the Embassy:  
http://diplomatie.belgium.be/Kenya/  

 
Embassy of Belgium e-mail:  
nairobi@diplobel.fed.be 

 
Defence Attaché : 
atd09@qet.be 

 

Website for tourism in Bel-
gium:  
http://www.365.be 

 

Foreign Investment Liaison 
in Brussels:  
Colette.vanstraelen@economie.fgov.be 

 

Trade Commissioner Ivan 
Korsak:  
nairobi@belemb.eu 

 

If you do not wish to receive this 

newsletter, please send an email 

to nairobi@diplobel.fed.be men-

tioning « unsubscribe ». All com-
ments and suggestions are very 

welcome on the same address. 

Our ambition is to improve this 

product taking into account your 

needs and expectations. 

 

The Trade Commissioner also 

publishes an Economic Newslet-

ter on a regular basis. If you 
wish to subscribe, please send 

an email to nairobi@belemb.eu  

Friends of Belgium 

Friends of Belgium is a 
three-monthly publica-
tion of the Embassy of 
Belgium in Nairobi.  
 
Limuru Road, Muthaïga  
P.O. Box 30 461— 00100 
Nairobi  
Kenya  
Tel.: +254 (20) 712 20 11  
 
All rights reserved. 

In focus - Fabrizio Bucci, Internations Ambassador 

What brought you to Ken-
ya Fabrizio?  
Just over two years ago, a 

very good friend from univer-

sity offered me a position to 

manage the procurement 

department of her construc-

tion company when she was 

moving EAC headquarters 

from Kigali to Nairobi. I had 

some work experience 

abroad, well let's rather say 

across the border, but mov-

ing to another continent was 

a big step!  

I easily got used to life in 

Nairobi though as people here 

are so welcoming! Besides, as 

an expat, you have plenty of 

opportunities to connect and 

make new friends. One of the 

best options is Internations,  

a global network present in 

nearly 400 cities. Internations 

organises monthly events 

where global minds can min-

gle. But there are also plenty 

of weekly activities where 

people can share their com-

mon interests like a foodie 

club, a book club, excursions 

and plenty more!  

During the last King's Day 

celebrations at the Belgian 

residence, I met one of the 

former co-ambassadors for 

Internations Nairobi. We got 

along well and as she was 

leaving Nairobi for Dubai, she 

said: “I think I have just 

found who will take over my 

role!” I then had an interview 

with Internations headquar-

ters in Munich and I was ap-

pointed co-Ambassador the 

next month. This was in De-

cember 2014. 

 

What does your appoint-
ment for InterNations en-
tail?  
As an Ambassador for Inter-

nations, you are the first con-

tact point for expats arriving 

in town. Actually, you act as 

the virtual mayor for the In-

ternations community. Via 

our website, expats can get in 

touch with me to receive 

more  i n f o rmat ion  on 

i.e. accommodation, paper-

work issues or recommenda-

tions for a night out or 

a week-end getaway. Ambas-

sadors are the real insiders to 

provide verified answers to 

expats queries, but not exclu-

sively. And I am very lucky, 

as my co-Ambassador is a 

local lady, a true global 

mind, she even knows more 

Nairobi hidden treasures than 

me. Our team is a great duet! 

Since Internations Nairobi has 

grown to become the first 

expat community in Africa, 

we are now hosting an official 

event twice monthly, usually 

every second Wednesday. 

Ambassadors' assignment is 

to find a suitable venue, to 

organise and promote the 

party. On the day of the 

Event, we welcome and con-

n e c t  p e o p l e  a n d 

make everyone enjoy their 

night out. Currently, we are 

hosting 200 guests on aver-

age per edition, so it is some-

how a demanding role. But 

there is nothing more reward-

ing than smiles and hugs 

from attendees thanking you! 

And you benefit of course of 

an incredible network in and 

around town ! 

 

How do you like living in 
Kenya?  
I really enjoy the richness 

and the diversity of Kenya. 

You just drive half an hour 

out of Nairobi and you’ll find 

yourself in another world - 

which actually reminds me of 

Belgium (smiling). There are 

gorgeous beaches, amazing 

safaris, breathtaking land-

scapes, …  

It’s all around the corner and 

Nairobi National Park literally 

is. It is the ideal place to get 

rid off your workweek stress 

during a Sunday picnic. In 

addition, there are plenty of 

other things to do in Nairobi, 

from top-notch party venues 

to the most fashionable hob-

by activities, it is impossible 

to go straight home after 

work! 

Multiculturalism here is a 

fact. I have the feeling that 

people don't really care about 

your origins or background. 

Everybody is on the same 

p a g e ,  w o r k i n g 

and contributing to the devel-

opment of the country. It is 

very stimulating, as every 

day you hear of new projects 

and opportunities. It is as if 

everything is possible nowa-

days. 

As Belgians, we think we are 

at the crossroads of the 

world, which is confirmed by 

the fact that Brussels is the 

capital of Europe. But also 

Nairobi has nothing to be 

ashamed of as it functions as 

a huge UN Headquarters and 

as a regional hub. Nairobi is 

after all ideally located be-

tween Dubai and Johannes-

burg, Lagos and Mum-

b a i .  M a n y  b o o m -

ing international markets are 

just within your reach.  

 

Do you have any advice 
for countrymen moving to 
this country? 
Firstly, get prepared for the 

worst traffic jams! It is not 

always easy to schedule your 

business day in Nairobi, so 

you should be ready to last 

minute changes at anytime. 

Also, be keen to learn a little 

Swahili: although English is 

an official language that is 

widely spoken, it is always 

nice to bargain at markets as 

a local! Finally, get used to 

different security standards 

and set your mind at peace: 

safety is an inner feeling first. 


