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A word from the Ambassador
—
Dear Belgians, Dear Friends,
After a long summer break, I am pleased to send to
you a new edition of our newsletter. The weather in
Nairobi was pretty depressing but remained quite
heated thanks to the performance of our Red Devils at
the Soccer World Cup. I heard it from all corners: the
Kenyans were definitely on our side!

Save the date

In June, I handed over my credentials to the President
of Somalia in Mogadishu and last August I met the
Foreign Minister of Eritrea for the first time in Asmara.
A new wind is blowing on the Horn of Africa and I trust
that Belgium, which next year will sit at the table of the
UN Security Council, will contribute to the undergoing
peace processes in the region.

King's Day: 15th of November
15 November is a special day for the Belgian Royal
family. Since 1866 the day has been marked by
celebrations in honour of the Belgian monarch. This
year, we shall celebrate King's Day at the newly
renovated residence. Stay tuned, as an official
invitation will be sent to all Belgians in Kenya.

As you may know, our embassy is co-chairing this
year the EU Working Group of Human Rights
Defenders in Kenya. In this context, I co-hosted with
UNFPA in July an event to highlight the problem of
violence against women and children and hence
contributed to start a conversation on this serious
issue in Kenya. I hope that this year will also enable
the EU and its Member States to relaunch their formal
dialogue with Kenya, a key regional actor with which
we share many interests.
Belgian business remained high on our agenda. Last
month, I welcomed at the residence a delegation of
VLAM, the Flemish Marketing Board for agro-food,
and hosted a ceremony for the signature of a contract
between KeNHA and Victor Buyck, a Belgian
company which soon will build artsy pedestrian
bridges over the Kenyan highways. I also attended in
Mombasa the international conference of Maritime
Economists, sponsored by the University of Brussels
(VUB), which gave us a foretaste of the Blue Economy
conference which will take place next month in
Nairobi.

—

Belgian corner
—
National Day celebrations at "Que Pasa"
On the 21st of July, Lieutenant Colonel Claude Van
Der Donckt - the Defence Attache - offered the
Belgian community in Kenya some Belgian beers, as
well as a Belgian culinary specialities such as vol-auvent or stoofvlees. Later in the evening, many did
swing the hips on the music played by the live band
Beathogs, kindly sponsored by "Que Pasa".

I also devoted time to UN-Environment (UNEP) and
UN-HABITAT. These organizations are presently
facing management and financial issues. As a main
donor of UN-Environment, in a context of increasingly
worrying environmental trends, Belgium will see to it
that this organization remains fit for its purpose.
You probably noticed that the embassy underwent a
substantial change during the summer: five
colleagues left us and were replaced by five new
faces which you will discover in the present edition.
Best regards,
Nicolas Nihon

Farewell of Embassy staff
—

Diplomatic news

Over the past few months, five colleagues have left
the Embassy. We thanks them for their hard work and
dedication. But before they left, each of them wrote a
little word for you.

—
New faces at the Embassy
We have welcomed a number of new staff at our
Embassy. On the picture below we have (from left to
right) Stephanie Sommes (Visa Officer), Carine De
Clerck (Personal Assistant to the Ambassador), Ilse
Lauwen (Consul), Pieter Desloovere
(Communications Officer) and Ivan Feys (Counsellor
and Deputy Chief of Mission).

Consular news
—
Federal Elections 2019
In May 2019, all Belgians will have to go to the
election polls. Every Belgian registered at our
Embassy is bound by the voting. Are you registered
yet as a voter? More information is available in Dutch
and French
Travel advice
Belgian visitors to Kenya are advised to register their
trip on Travellers online! Our Travel advice is updated
regularly but it is a good practice to follow the
international and local news.
Embassy opening hours
The opening hours for the different consular services
and closure dates of the embassy can be found on
our website kenya.diplomatie.belgium.be

Nadine De Smedt, Personal Assistant to the
Ambassador:
Dear Friends, Dear Belgian fellows,
As you might already know, I left your beautiful
country to spend the last 4 years, before retirement, at
the Belgian Embassy in Bujumbura where life is cool
and easy (as the picture can tell J). I spent 6 years in
Kenya and had the privilege to spend some time with
the Belgian and the Kenyan communities. I learned a
lot from my Kenyan friends and had a lot of fun with
my Belgian friends. I would like to thank you therefore.
You all made my last 6 years full of nice experiences
and beautiful friendships. I will never forget Kenya
and its beautiful people. I will hopefully keep in touch
with my Kenyan friends but also with my Belgian
friends, thanks to Facebook! If you ever come to
Bujumbura, please feel free to visit me… And in 4
years, you will be most welcome to visit the old Mama
Taïfa in Couvin J. God bless you and bless Kenya !
Ineke Rentmeesters, Public Diplomacy officer:
3 amazing years in Kenya
Stunning wildlife safaris,
Aggressive matatu drivers,
Sundowners at the beautiful white beaches,
Dubious elections
Delicious avocados
Unexplainable power outages
Hilarious Kiswahili classes
Extreme poverty
Ingenious enterprising Kenyans
Massive potholes
Catching Jazz Festival vibes
Amphibious driving in flooded streets
Surprising Belgo-Kenyans
Cultural corruption
Genuine friendships
Boundless ants
Breathtaking Lewa Marathon
Unforgettable Embassy memories
Kwaherini!
Hilde Van Inthoudt, Consul:
Dear Belgians, colleagues, friends,
Four years have passed so it is time to move on. It
were four exciting years, lots of new experiences, new
places to visit. Working in Nairobi brought me also to
Madagascar and the Seychelles, meeting our citizens
in better and worse times. It were four busy years:
ministerial visits, the elections in 2017, events as the
Safaricom Jazz Festival, Petanque at Windsor,
bringing together the alumni, the screening of the TV
program ‘De Ambassade’, the WorldCup ... My

husband and I will move on carrying the
memories of beautiful Kenya, the safaris, the
garden parties. We wish you all the best and
thank you for your warm collaboration. And
for those who are wondering, our next
destination is Kinshasa.
Vincent Willekens, Counsellor):
After almost three years, time has come for me to
leave Nairobi and move on to new adventures. It goes
without saying that I will miss this beautiful country –
its dynamic people, its fascinating political and socioeconomic structures, its spectacular nature, and the
mostly great weather - even though the past few
months have been a bit depressing on that front.

Lady Bush Pilot - traversing
from Mombasa to South Africa
—
Valerie Dereymaeker, also known as Lady Bush
pilot, is a very adventourous woman. Passionate by
aviation, she flew with a one-engine plane from
Mombasa to Johannesburg. Curious to see her
journey? Watch here the video of her trip. The video is
20 minutes long, Seat back, relax and enjoy the
flights!

One of the most interesting experiences I had during
my time in Kenya was the follow-up of the Kenyan
electoral process in 2017. In and around Kisumu, I
witnessed the voter registration, and on election day I
had the privilege of seeing democracy at work in
many parts of Nairobi. Regardless of the difficult
period that followed the elections, it was crystal clear
that on that day, millions of Kenyans were proud and
eager to use their supreme right to vote, even if that
meant getting up in the middle of the night and having
to wait in line for hours. For me, as a neutral observer,
this was extremely impressive to see.
Being part of two United Nations Environment
Assembly’s, traveling to Mogadishu to meet President
Farmaajo, participating in the Summit of the
Francophonie in Madagascar, observing elections in
Somaliland and representing Belgium during the
political dialogues with the Seychelles and with
Eritrea are some of the other highlights of my posting
in Nairobi. I can only feel grateful for having had these
opportunities.
Still, what I will miss most are the wonderful people of
the fantastic team of the Embassy of Belgium in
Nairobi, and the tight Belgian community surrounding
it. From the first day, I have felt at home, despite being
far away from home. For this invaluable feeling, I am
very grateful. My next stop is New York City, but I
hope to be able to return to Kenya soon, to revive the
beautiful memories that I will definitely take with me.
Asante sana, and kwaheri!

Save the date
—
On the 24th of November, La Francophonie in Kenya
organizes its annual Charity Ball at the Carnivore.
This year's celebration is all about the Creole Culture
including Creole food, Creole music, Creole
dancers... The money raised will go to humanitarian
projects aimed towards education. Tickets are
available at the Embassy (price: 5000 KES,
student price: 3000 KES). Contact Pieter via email if
you want to purchase your ticket! More info about La
Francophonie in Kenya, visit their
website www.francophonieke.org

Did you know... ?
—
We all know that the weather back home is not like
the lovely sunshine we get to enjoy in Kenya. Did you
know that the iconic raincoat, also known as K-Way,
owes its success to a Belgian supplier? Click here to
find out more.

Belgian Club in Kenya
—
We are seeking new volunteers to give the Belgian
Club in Kenya a helping hand in terms of running the
day-to-day operations as well as to be the driving
force of organizing events and get togethers. Is this
something for you? Please contact Pieter via email.
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