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A word from your Ambassador
Dear friends Belgium,
As we are all preparing for
the end of the year celebrations, and some of you
might already have left to
your holiday destinations,
let us review the very busy
moments that we have
had this last term.
Indeed, our Belgian community did not remain
idle. The highlight of the
period was certainly the
visit of Deputy Prime Minister Didier Reynders to
Kenya and Madagascar,
and the celebration of
King's Day at the residence.
The King's Day
reception was a great occasion to share a variety
of
culinary
delights
straight from Belgium! We
would like to thank again
all those who made this
possible, especially our
sponsors and the embassy

Saint-Nicolas at KIFARU Residence
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staff who all worked very
hard to make this event a
great success. We hope
that you all had a great
time.
As the tradition requires,
December is also the
month of the children's
favourite activity: Saint
Nicolas / Sinterklaas. This
year was an exceptionally
successful event, with no
less than 161 people attending the party and the
few drops of rain did not
manage to spoil the great
family atmosphere of the
day. I would like to thank
the Belgian Club and all its
voluntary members who
have contributed to this
activity and many others.
And I take this opportunity
to remind you that the
club is open to any good
will: if you wish to organise an activity, give a bit
of your time, make a few

suggestions,...
get
in
touch with the club.
E-mail address is in this
newsletter.
I would not want to end
this little note without wishing you all a fantastic end
of the year, many great
moments wherever you
decide to spend this holiday season, in family or
with friends, and a very
successful and happy new
year! We are already preparing for many more exciting events in 2017, like
our Belgian week and participation in the Safaricom
Jazz
Festival
in
February.
Much to look
forward to!
Warm regards,
Roxane de Bilderling

Ambassador Roxane de Bilderling bringing a toast on King’s Day
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In pictures

Consular news
Launch of the new Belgian Visa Application
Centre!
On December 15, the new
Belgian Visa Application
Centre was launched successfully with our first applicant! From now on, all
applicants should apply for
a visa through the TLS
website:
https://be.tlscontact.com/
ke/nbo/

Consul Hilde van Inthoudt welcomes the first applicant at the new
Visa Application Centre !!

The Embassy can still be
contacted via email for
enquiries about ongoing
visa applications at: nairobi.visa@diplobel.fed.be.
Please be informed that
the application process for
Schengen visa (short stay)
to Belgium takes at least
15 days. It is therefore
advised to book your appointment to apply for a
visa timely!

New Honorary Consul of Belgium in Madagascar
Charles van der Straeten was sworn in officially
in presence of MFA Reynders.

Consular
missions
–
Consul Hilde van Inthoudt
visited the Belgians in
Mombasa and Diani in the
begining of November.
During her visit, our consul also met with the honorary consuls and the EU
consuls at their annual
meeting , followed by a

visit to the Port of Mombasa.
New honorary consul in
Madagascar! Charles van der Straeten
was sworn in officially in
Antananarivo as honorary
consul of Belgium on November 22, in presence of
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Didier Reynders.
Make yourself known to
the Embassy! - The embassy encourages all Belgians in Kenya, even
those that remain officially
registered in a Belgian
city, to share their contact information with the
Embassy by filling in the
registration form that you
can find here! This way
you are always in the loop
of
any
communication
sent by the Embassy.
Embassy closed The Embassy will remain
closed during the Christmas holidays from Monday December 26 till
Tuesday January 2.
On Wednesday January 3
all services will be open
again.

Diplomatic news

Minister Reynders and Cabinet Secretary for Treasury Henry Rotich
signed the agreement for the
« Last Mile County Connectivity Project »
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Belgian
Government
supports Kenya county
connectivity project!
On Monday the 21 of November, the President of
the Republic of Kenya, Mr
Uhuru Kenyatta had a
meeting
with
Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Belgium,
Mr.
Didier
Reynders at Statehouse
Nairobi. During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations and exchanged on the situation
in the region. Deputy

Prime Minister Reynders
signed an agreement with
the Cabinet Secretary for
Treasury Henry Rotich for
the funding of the third
phase of the "Last Mile
County Connectivity Project", executed by ICT
company SOULCO. The
project aims to link the
counties with the Kenyan
State from an IT point of
view to enhance the communication,
coordination
and transparency between
the different decentralised
government bodies.
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Belgian Fire fighting
expertise in Nairobi!
Nairobi county government received four fire
engines, four ambulances
13 water tenders and a
turntable ladder through
Sh1.1 billion Belgium government financing.
Belgium
Deputy
Prime
Minister and Foreign Affairs
Minister
Didier
Reynders handed over the
equipment to Governor
Evans Kidero during the
Belgium King's Day Celebration at the Residence in
Muthaiga, in presence of
the
supporting
Belgian

Belgian corner
Belgian Night - several
cosy Belgian Nights have
taken place in the passed
months! We thank the
hosts of December Jean &
Kathy Doyen, the Lavington hosts of November:
Ann, Cedric, Bieke, Erik,
Anouk & Nicolas, and the
host of October consul Hilde, for their hospitality!!!
The Belgian Club is still
looking for hosts for 2017!
If your are interested
please send a mail to belgianclubkenya@gmail.com
Wild brunch at Nairobi
National Park— on a
beautiful Sunday morning
in October, ad hoc bushcaterer Ilse from The Belgian Club organised a delicious brunch-with-a-view
at NNP,
with delicacies
from le Grenier à pain!
In pursuit of the tastiest Mango! - A group of
brave Belgians, defied the
Mombasa Road traffic to
find a peaceful mango orchard in Makueni. After a
passionate explanation of
farmer Jan about the different mango varieties and
the challenges of being a
mango farmer, the Belgian
Club walked around the
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companies Kenfreight, Somati and Soulco. The Belgian government
also
supports the building of
two fire stations in the city
and a training of the county firefighting personnel.
the
business
review
www.commerceandindu
stry.co.ke wants to publish a special edition on
Belgian Business in
East Africa!
Companies interested in
advertising can contact
inyangala.dickson@yahoo.com

Did you know...
Safaricom International Jazz festival
on February 26 at
Kasarani
stadium,
will host Belgian
jazz band TAXI
WARS with frontman Tom Barman
(dEUS), sax player
Robin Verheyen and
jazz musicians Nicolas Thys en Antoine
Pierre!
Save the date for
the Belgian Week!
23-26
February
2017!

mango trees, full of juicy
fruit! Hungry after hearing
about the best mangoes in
Kenya, Jan managed to turn
even the toughest fruithater into an apple-mangolover!
Sinterklaas/Saint-Nicolas
Party— This December, our
honorary
Sai nt -Nicolas
found his way to KIFARU
House for cosy afternoon full
of games, crafts, cakes and
pies . All children have been
very nice this year, as they
all received a goodie bag
with sweets, chocolate and
speculoos from Alexandre
Bakery!
Check out the pictures on
our secret FB group: Belgians in Kenya.

Belgian Club visits a Mango Orchard in Makueni

Belgian Club goes ‘wild’ for a delicious Brunch at Nairobi National Park
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In focus - Paul Van Beveren - Hotel Academy Diani
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What brought you to
Kenya ?
Eleven years ago, I left
Belgium where I had successfully created 3 flourishing businesses. After all
this hard work, it was time
for a change. I had been
in many places around the
world, but it was the sun
and the sea in Kenya that
attracted me mostly.
What does your work at
the Hotel Academy Diani entail?
The Hotel Academy Diani
is an NGO based catering
school. Local hotels and
restaurants
send
their
staff to the academy on a
3 month intensive course
to receive education as a
chef, and as a waiter, according very high standards. But we also accept
students
who
present
themselves spontaneously,
who sometimes have never even used fork and
knife, and who are very
motivated to obtain the
certificate. We managed to
find a job for almost all of
the students even before
graduation! Some students
are sponsored by their
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employers, but most students have to partially pay
the school fees themselves. This encourages
them to work hard, to
learn to budget, and to
reach their goal . The Hotel Academy has become
very popular, as it provides an income for the
local people, and it contributes to the tourism
sector which requires high
standards in quality of restaurant and hotel service.
The course is now organized three times a year,
but more and more students are applying. Therefore we can always use
support to extend the
academy.
Every week, the academy
serves a lunch, to which a
lot of hotel and restaurant
owners attend, and which
has become a real networking event for people
working in the tourist sector. The students put their
courses in practice by preparing and serving the
exquisite lunches, including
suggesting the correct wines to accompany
the dishes.

What do you like so
much about Kenya &
Diani?
I like the climate, the nature and of course the
genuine friendliness of the
Kenyans!

Defence Attaché :
atd09@qet.be

Do you have any advice
for countrymen moving
to Kenya?
If you are interested in
starting a business in Kenya, I advise to live here
first for some months, to
learn about the culture of
doing business in Kenya,
which is completely different compared to how to do
business in Europe.
After these months, you
may not want to leave...

Trade Commissioner Ivan
Korsak:
nairobi@belemb.eu

If you want to learn more
about Hotel Academy
Diani:
https://
www.facebook.com/
HotelacademyDiani/

Focus on Belgium:
http://focusonbelgium.be/
Foreign Investment Liaison
in Brussels:
Colette.vanstraelen@economie.fgov.be

If you do not wish to receive
this newsletter, please send an
email to nairobi@diplobel.fed.be
mentioning « unsubscribe ». All
comments and suggestions are
very welcome on the same
address. Our ambition is to
improve this product taking into
account your needs and expectations.
The Trade Commissioner also
publishes an Economic Newsletter on a regular basis. If you
wish to subscribe, please send
an email to nairobi@belemb.eu

