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A word from your Ambassador
Dear Friends of Belgium,
Another busy period has
gone by and it is high time
we sent you some news of
the numerous activities
t ha t
ha p pe ne d
t his
term. It has been amazing to see so many of you
on these occasions, as
more and more Belgians
are joining us, registering
at the Embassy and offering to host one or the other activity of the Belgian
Club.
Thank you very
much
for
your
support. Do not hesitate to
contact the Belgian Club to
know more about upcoming activities.
The highlight of the past
months has undoubtedly
been our Belgian week,
combined with our participation in the Safaricom
Jazz Festival. We had the
pleasure of welcoming the
Belgian Jazz band Taxi
Wars and through this,
contribute to the amazing
project of the Ghetto Classics school of music in
Korogocho. The day of the
festival was an excellent
opportunity to present Belgian specialties to the
public: fries in a cone with
Belgian sauces, Brussels’
waffles and beers.
We
also held a very successful
Belgian week with the
presence of Chef Olivier
Bruckner, Chocolatier Laurent Gerbaud and Beer
Sommelier Jean Hummler.
The three of them
showcased the top of what
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true Belgian gastronomy is
about: excellent cuisine,
fine chocolates and artisanal beer. Delicious!

country.
If you receive
family or visitors, you can
encourage them to register their trip on

Some activities also happened in other countries: I
recently had the opportunity to go to the Comoros, where a meeting of
the European Union Ambassadors was organized
with the new President,
Azali Assoumane. Thereafter, I accompanied a
mission of Belgian Businessmen to Madagascar,
organized by AWEX, the
Walloon export agency. I
also went to the Seychelles where I could meet
with President Faure.
I
was very pleased to be
able to meet many of our
Belgians in those countries
as well.

so that they are in our database in case of any unexpected event.
Please also make sure that
the contact details we
have for you are correct as
you might have changed
your e-mail address or
phone number. It takes
just a few minutes to confirm and can save us a lot
of time if we need to get in
touch with you. We have
also entered a very busy
period in Nairobi as Kenya
is in election mode and
parties are now finalizing
their candidates lists. The

travellersonline.diplomatie.be/

Embassy is following
those events with a lot
of interest.
Finally, the first rains
seem to have arrived in
Nairobi…. Even if as
Belgians we tend to
prefer a good sunny
day, we feel relieved
especially for the many
Kenyans who strongly
depend on this water
for
their
daily
needs. We hope that
the rainy season will
bring relief to the whole
Eastern African region
where drought has severely affected so many
people.
Warm regards,
Roxane de Bilderling

Back to Kenya, we are
very pleased to welcome a
new colleague in the Embassy team: Noëmi Ral
arrived on 1st March as
First Secretary.
Noëmi
has recently joined the
Belgian diplomacy and is
still settling in Nairobi. I
hope that you will all give
her a warm Karibu feeling,
the Kenyan way!
As the Easter Holiday is
now over, many of you are
probably making plans for
the
summer
holidays. Please do not forget
to let us know if you plan
to move or leave the

Ambassador Roxane de Bilderling with
H.E. Hery Rajaonarimampianina
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In pictures

Consular news
Consular
missions
–
Consul Hilde Van Inthoudt
will bring the BioKit to
Mombasa on May 18. Belgians who would like to
register their biometric
data in order to obtain a
new passport, or who
would like to have an appointment with the Consul,
can send an email to
hilde.vaninthoudt@diplobel.fed.be

Ambassador Roxane de Bilderling receives a delegation
of strategic partners of Close the Gap
at the Kifaru Residence

Make yourself known to
the Embassy! - The embassy encourages all Belgians in Kenya, even those
that remain officially regis-

tered in a Belgian city, to
share their contact information with the Embassy
by filling in the registration form that you can find
here! This way you are
always in the loop of any
communication sent by
the Embassy.
Embassy closed The Embassy will remain
closed during :
1 May (Labour Day)
1 June (Jamhuri Day)
26 June (Idd Al Fitr)
21 July (National Day)

Diplomatic news

Safaricom Jazz—TAXIWARS masterclass
@ ghetto Classics

The Embassy staff supporting International Women’s
Day!
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#Small
Smurfs
Big
Goals
Our internationally famous
blue Belgian friends the
Smurfs are featuring in the
UN
communications
to
promote the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.
These SDG’s, adopted by
the 193 UN member
States as a global plan of
action to protect our people and our planet,
if
achieved, will lead to the
well-being of all people.
Take the quiz on smallsmurfsbiggoals to learn all
about the 17 SDG’s in a
smurfy-original way!

International Women’s
Day—8th of March!
On International Women’s
Day, our Counsellor Vincent Willekens participated in a conference on gender equality in Mogadishu,
organised by the EU delegation, the UN and the
Minister for Women and
Human Rights in Somalia.
In support of SDG#5, the
Embassy Staff, composed
of 60% female power, was
dressed in red.
Belgium
campaigning
for
the UN Security
Council
The Minister of Foreign
Affairs launched the Belgian campaign for a seat
as a non-permanent member in the UN Security
Council for the period
2019-2020 with the campaign logo and the slogan:
"Fostering Consensus, Acting for Peace". These symbolize the long Belgian
tradition as a mediator, in
which the Belgian diplomacy always seeks consensus
and brings together par-
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ties around peaceful solutions to conflicts.

Close
the
Gap/
Worldloop visits Nairobi
March 22-25.
In March, the international
non-profit
organization
“Close the gap” (http://
close-the-gap.org/), organized its two-yearly strate-

Belgian corner
Belgian Night several
cosy
Belgian
Nights have taken place in
the passed months! We
thank the hosts of February: Bruno and Catherine;
Lucia and Serge in March,
and Monique and François
in April, for their generous
hospitality!!!
The Belgian Club is still
looking for hospitable Belgians
in
the
coming
months. If you would like
to host a Belgian Night,
please send a mail to belgianclubkenya@gmail.com
Belgian Week: Feb 2225
Belgium’s
famous delicious gastronomic qualities
were placed in the spotlight of Nairobi during the
Belgian Week. Many enthusiastic participants enjoyed the culinary dinners,
beer tasting workshops
and in particular the praline making workshops !
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gic partner trip in Kenya.
Close the Gap aims to
bridge the digital divide by
offering high-quality, preowned computers donated
by large and mediumsized corporations or public organizations to educational, medical, entrepreneurial and social projects
in developing and emerging countries.
The group of CEO’s and
other top managers of its
strategic partners visited
the UN with regards to
UNEP’s e-waste program,
Pumwani maternity hospital, the Aga Khan Research Program, and some
of the projects in Nairobi.

The group was welcomed
by the Ambassador at the
Kifaru Residence for an
interesting cocktail reception with Kenyan and international guests closely
linked with the goals and
vision of the organization.
After the inauguration in
Dandora of the first computer class in the Ushirika
School, which was established thanks to Computer
for Schools Kenya (CFSK).
Olivier Van den Eynde,
founder of Close the Gap
had an interesting meeting
with the governor of Nairobi County, Dr Kidero
about digitalizing the public schools in Nairobi.

Quinzaine de la Francophonie!
On the journée de la francophonie, the Embassy promoted Belgium to many students who were eager to
learn about Belgium and
tasted our freshly baked
Belgian waffles. The proceeds of the event will be
donated to the Kangemi Resource Centre.

free concert and a healthy
lunch, the Belgian tent
was
overwhelmed
by
young
students
who
learned some facts about
Belgium by filling in a fun

Students at the journée de la
Francophonie

Safaricom
International
Jazz Festival February 24
-26
The fourth edition of the Safaricom International Jazz
Festival was a huge success.
This time there were 3 festival days, which attracted no
less than 10400 guests! On
the Schools-concert day,
where students from low
income families were given
the opportunity to enjoy a

Did you know...
that
the
Belgian
Paul-Henri Spaak,
is also known as the
father of Europe?
He was one of the
founders of the customs union between
Belgium,
the
Netherlands,
Luxembourg,
France,
Germany
and Italy. This led
to the Treaty of
Rome, the first step
towards the EU, 60
years ago.

quiz. The Belgian
jazz band TAXIWARS
opened the Festival
Sunday successfully
with a big bang!

Safaricom Jazz, Student festival
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In focus - KEBENE Children‘s Home
Interview with Mr. Pasci Princen, the Belgian founder of KEBENE
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What brought you to
Kenya ?
I first visited the beautiful
coast of Diani as a tourist
but I came back to cross
the Diani Beach Road
where the local Kenyans
live. Confronted with the
other face of Kenya, I realised that so much can be
done with small means.
Together with my partner
Arianne Dorst from the
Netherlands whom I met
working as a volunteer in
a children’s home at the
north coast of Kenya, we
decided to found the
KEBENE children’s home in
Ukunda in 2007. We started with only 5 children,
but now we have 59, and
we are still expanding every year. We are very proud
that KEBENE (KE[nia] BE
[lgium],
NE[etherlands])
celebrates its 10th Birthday this year!
What does your work at
the KEBENE Children
Home entail?
Together with my cofounder, we partly operate
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from Belgium and the
Netherlands to engage
with our sponsors and to
look for funding for the
children’s home. In Kenya
we manage the local staff
and volunteers and we
make sure the children
obtain official birth certificates, receive proper education, health care, food,
clothes, but most importantly a warm home
where they can develop
themselves to become independent Kenyans. We
educate the children with
respect for their own identity, culture and religious
values, and we support
them for as long as they
need.
We also involve the local
population in the activities
of KEBENE by setting up
common workshops where
people can learn to sew
clothes, play music, become PC literate, perform
arts and crafts etc.
KEBENE strives to become
self-sustaining by growing
its own fruit and vegetables and by providing an

i nco me
re nti ng
o ut
KEBENE
cottages
and
lodges: basic but comfortable accommodation in
stylish African design, to
foreign visitors and volunteers who are interested in
the “couleur locale” of Diani. This way we also bring
employment and boost the
local economy.
What do you like so
much about Kenya &
Diani?
I like the climate, the nature and of course the
genuine friendliness of the
Kenyans!
Do you have any advice
for countrymen moving
to Kenya?
Be open-minded and respectful towards the Kenyan
culture and habits.
Enjoy the simple things of
life.
If you want to learn more
about the KEBENE Foundation:
http://www.kebene.com
Www.kebenecottages.com

Focus on Belgium:
http://focusonbelgium.be/
Foreign Investment Liaison
in Brussels:
Colette.vanstraelen@economie.fgov.be
Trade Commissioner Ivan
Korsak:
nairobi@belemb.eu
If you do not wish to receive
this newsletter, please send an
email to nairobi@diplobel.fed.be
mentioning « unsubscribe ». All
comments and suggestions are
very welcome on the same
address. Our ambition is to
improve this product taking into
account your needs and expectations.
The Trade Commissioner also
publishes an Economic Newsletter on a regular basis. If you
wish to subscribe, please send
an email to nairobi@belemb.eu

