
 

 

 
 
The term we are now leav-

ing behind us was also 
very rich in activities of all 

sections of this embassy, 
as you will read in this 
newsletter.  End of April, I 
travelled with my two col-
leagues from Ireland and 
Denmark to Western Ken-
ya.  As Kenya is a recently 

devolved country, with 47 
counties playing an in-
creasingly important role 
in every Kenyan’s life, we 
decided to go to the field 
and meet with county au-

thorities, representatives 

of the private sector, dif-
ferent stakeholders and 
members of the civil socie-
ty.  We visited the three 
counties of Kisumu, Keri-
cho and Homa Bay.  Our 
mission was well received, 

as it seems not to be that 
common to have the visit 
of three ambassadors at 
the same time!  
 
Just a week before I had 

the opportunity to accom-
pany the First Lady in the 

delivery of the 58th Be-
yond Zero Mobile Clinic in 
t h e  c o u n t y  o f 
Migori.  Migori is a county 
where health and poverty 

statistics are still very 
much below the national 
average and the delivery 
of the clinic was very 
warmly received by the 
authorities and the popu-
lation.  For me it was also 

the occasion to underline 
the importance of mater-
nal and child health.   

 
 

Dear Friends of Belgium, 
 
We have behind us a very 

sad and difficult period for 
Belgium, with the dreadful 

terrorist attacks against 
Brussels Airport and the 
Maelbeek metro station on 
22nd March.  In these dif-
ficult moments we were 
very impressed to see that 
many Kenyans from all 

sectors of society ex-
pressed their solidarity 
with our country.  It was 
truly heart-warming and 
most certainly in response 
to the strong solidarity 

shown by Belgians after 

the horrible attacks in 
Garissa University last 
year.  We know that we 
face a common threat and 
that the best way to fight 
this enemy is by showing 
unity and determination to 

preserve our ways of live, 
our values and our free-
dom.  
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As most of you know, we 

had to move away from 
the Residence on Karura 

Avenue as major renova-
tion works will be under-
taken very soon.  But we 
haven’t moved far and are 
still in Muthaiga.  We had 
the opportunity to host the 
Belgian club for the tradi-

tional “First Friday Belgian 
Drink” in May in the new 
residence.   
 
Don’t forget to support our 
national soccer team, the 

Red Devils in the European 

Cup (UEFA).  We will be 
organizing a screening of 
the game against Ireland 
on 18th June. Other 
games will be shown at 
the famous Belgian places 
of Black Diamond and Que 

Pasa.  Don’t miss those 
games!  
 
Finally, as the school year 
will soon be over, many of 
you will travel back to Eu-

rope to visit family and 
friends.  I wish you all a 

fantastic European sum-
mer and am looking for-
ward to many other excit-
ing activities.   
 

Warm regards, 
 
 

Warm regards,  
Roxane de Bilderling 

Ambassador 

During her visit to Western Kenya, Ambassador de Bilderling and her 

Danish and Irish colleague met with county representatives from Homa Bay 
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Diplomatic news 

President Kenyatta vi-
sits Belgium - Kenyan 
President Kenyatta will 
visit Brussels mid-June 
where he will address the 

European Development 
Days during a keynote 

speech.  Later, a bilateral 
visit to Belgium is planned 
for the first time since his 
inauguration in 2013. You 
will be updated via our 

social media.  
 
Ivory burning – On April 
30, the Republic of Kenya 
burned its stock of ivory  
in the presence of Ambas-
sador de Bilderling. Also, 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Didier Reynders saluted 

the historic gesture by 

Kenya. No less than 105 
tons of ivory was set in 
flames, sending a strong 
message to the world that 
elephants are "worth more 

alive".  
Minister Reynders also 

recalled that Belgium also 
crushed its own stock of 
seized ivory in April 2014. 
Belgium is committed to 
by at Kenya’s side in its 

fight against poaching and 
in favour of wildlife con-
servation.   
 
Political dialogue EU-
Madagascar - The Em-
bassy of Belgium was re-

presented for the second 
time in only a few months 
in the EU-Madagascar poli-

(Continued on page 3) 

 

In pictures  

Ambassador de Bilderling at the  site where moments later the 

Kenyan ivory stock was burned to ashes 

During a visit to EU-funded projects in Madagascar, the Ambassa-

dor was warmly welcomed by the children of Fort Dauphin 

The WEEE Centre partners with the Embassy of Belgium to recycle 
its electronical waste 

Visa application process 
– Please be informed that 
the application process for 
Schengen visa to Belgium 
takes at least 15 days. In 

addition, you should book 
your appointment to apply 
for a visa online and 
timely in order to ensure 
enough time for the visa 
application process. More 
information can be found 

here.  

 
Externalisation Mada-
gascar – Depuis fin avril 
2016, l’entreprise TLS 
Contact est en charge de 
la collecte des dossiers de 

visa pour le consulat géné-
ral de France. Cette nou-
velle procédure concerne 
tous les demandeurs de 
visa pour la Belgique, re-
présentée par la France à 
Madagascar, ayant un pas-

seport ordinaire.  
 

Seychelles – First Secre-
tary Mr Vincent Willekens 
will travel to the Sey-
chelles between June 1 

and June 4. The biometric 
kit will be available at the 
honorary consulate. Do 
you live in the Seychelles 
and need to renew your 

passport? Please contact 
the honorary consulate to 
book your appointment 
v i a  b e l g i u m c o n -
sul@seychelles.net  . 
 
Visa section - In case of 

any visa enquiries, you 

can now contact nairo-
bi.visa@diplobel.fed.be.  
 
Consular missions – 
Consul Hilde Van Inthoudt 
will travel to Mombasa on 

June 20 with her European 
colleagues where she will 
provide consular services 
to Belgians. A consular 
mission to Madagascar is 
scheduled for the next 
months.    

 
Embassy closed - The 

Embassy will remain clo-
sed on Wednesday June 1, 
Tuesday July 1 and Thurs-
day July 21.  

Consular news 

http://kenya.diplomatie.belgium.be/en/travel-to-belgium/visa/kenya
http://www.ambafrance-mada.org/1-Informations-sur-les-visas
http://www.ambafrance-mada.org/1-Informations-sur-les-visas
mailto:belgiumconsul@seychelles.net
mailto:belgiumconsul@seychelles.net
mailto:Nairobi.Visa@diplobel.fed.be
mailto:Nairobi.Visa@diplobel.fed.be
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Belgian corner 

Film Festivals - The Eu-
ropean Film Festivals in 
Nairobi and Madagascar 

may have come to an end 
but on June 3 Belgians in 

Mombasa can watch the 
comedy drama ‘Hasta La 
Vista’ at the European Film 
Festival at the Nyali 
branch of the Alliance 
Française in Mombasa at 
7.30pm. Also in Eritrea, 

the Embassy will take part 
with the Flemish movie 
“Moscow, Belgium” this 
June.  
 
Easter Brunch - The first-

ever Easter Egg Hunt at-

tracted about 30 children 
to the consul’s residence 
at the end of March. While 
Belgian children were col-
lecting the easter eggs, 
parents enjoyed a brunch 
at the invitation of the 

consul. This event was 
organised by the Belgian 
Club.  
 
Cheese factory visit - 
The Belgian Club is on ho-

liday in July and August 

but you can still subscribe 

until June 4 for the cheese 
factory visit and lunch on 
June 25. Consult your Bel-

gian Club calendar for 
RSVP details.  

 
EURO2016 - The Belgian 
Red Devils will play the 
UEFA European Cham-
pionship in June 2016 in 
France. The national foot-
ball team will have to be 

at its best to beat rivals 
Italy, Ireland and Sweden 
in Group E. Join your Bel-
gian and Kenyan friends to 
watch the games together. 
Ambassador de Bilderling 

will host Belgium-Ireland 

on June 18. An invitation 
will be send on June 6. 
 
Safaricom Jazz - Belgium 
in Kenya is proud to have 
partnered with Safaricom 
Jazz which took place in 

February 2016. The total 
proceeds of the festival, 
no less than 7,12 million 
KES, were handed-over to 
Ghetto Classics, a commu-
nity project empowering 

disadvantaged youth 

through music.  
The Easter Egg Hunt was one of the most attended activities organised  

by the Belgian Club 

The yearly pentanque tournament  during La Francophonie at Windsor 
Hotel took place in a beautiful setting 

Did you know...  

Did you know a new 
prize  

Digital 

4 

Development 

was launched by the 
Belgian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs?  

The prize rewards out-
standing initiatives 

that use digitization 
and (new) technolo-

gies as a lever for de-
velopment. The dead-
line to submit candida-
tures is June 30. More 

information can be 
found here.  

biodiversity, chemical 

waste and sustainable 
consumption and produc-
tion patterns. 
Belgium attaches a lot of 

importance to UNEA 2 and 
was represented by a 
strong and committed de-
legation. Belgium is 
among the top 5 bilateral 
donors in the world to 
UNEP’s Environment Fund. 

 
Comoros - On May 26, 
President Azali Assoumane 
was sworn in as the new 

President of the Union of 
the Comoros. Earlier in 
March, Ambassador de 

Bilderling visited the 
islands to hand over her 
credentials.  
 
 

tical dialogue, showcasing 

the increasing interest of 
our country in Madagas-
car. Ambassador de Bil-
derling represented Bel-

gium in Fort Dauphin, outh 
of the county, where the 
meeting took place. In 
November this year, the 
next summit of the Fran-
cophonie will be organised 
in the capital Antanarivo. 

Given the importance of 
this summit, an important 
Belgian delegation will be 
envisaged.  

 
UNEA - The second ses-
sion of the United Nations 

Environment Assembly 
(UNEA 2) concluded this 
weekend. The UN Environ-
ment Assembly is the 
prime forum for global 

governance on environ-

ment issues and is taking 
place every two years in 
Nairobi. This UNEA, 
themed “Delivering on the 

Environmental Dimension 
of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development ” 
is crucial as it was the first 
high-level meeting since 
the adoption of the United 
Nations Sustainable Deve-

lopment Goals last Sep-
tember and the signing of 
the Paris Climate Agree-
ment. 

 
Twenty-five resolutions 
were adopted on pressing 

matters such as waste 
management, the imple-
mentation of the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement, ocean 
litter and marine plastics, 

http://prized4d.africamuseum.be/en


 

 

Friends of Belgium - Newsletter 

Page  4 

Facebook:  

Embassy of Belgium in Nairobi 

 

Twitter:  
@BEinKenya 

 

Website of the Embassy:  

http://kenya.diplomatie.belgium.be/ 

 

Embassy of Belgium e-mail:  

nairobi@diplobel.fed.be 

 

Belgian Club in Kenya e-

mail:  
belgianclubkenya@gmail.com 

 

Defence Attaché : 

atd09@qet.be 

 

Focus on Belgium:  

http://focusonbelgium.be/ 

 

Foreign Investment Liaison 
in Brussels:  

Colette.vanstraelen@economie.fgov.be 

 

Trade Commissioner Ivan 

Korsak:  

nairobi@belemb.eu 

 

If you do not wish to receive 

this newsletter, please send an 

email to nairobi@diplobel.fed.be 
mentioning « unsubscribe ». All 

comments and suggestions are 

very welcome on the same 

address. Our ambition is to 

improve this product taking into 

account your needs and expec-

tations. 

 

The Trade Commissioner also 
publishes an Economic Newslet-

ter on a regular basis. If you 

wish to subscribe, please send 

an email to nairobi@belemb.eu  

Friends of Belgium 

Friends of Belgium is a 
three-monthly publica-
tion of the Embassy of 
Belgium in Nairobi.  
 
Limuru Road, Muthaïga  
P.O. Box 30 461— 00100 
Nairobi  
Kenya  
Tel.: +254 (20) 712 20 11  
 
All rights reserved. 

In focus - Jean-Paul Deprins, Better Globe Forestry 
What brought you to 
Kenya Mr Deprins?  
The challenge! At a certain 
moment, I asked myself 
questions about what I 

had done with my life and 
the sense I had given to it. 
Moreover I was struggling 
with a feeling of restraint 
in various ways, I needed 
more space in a place 
where I could be useful. 

On occasion of a trip to 
Uganda, I was privileged 

to meet the Chairman of 
our Company and his wife, 
Mr and Mrs Solberg. They 
were involved in both 
business and charity work 

in Uganda for many years 
and were looking for 
somebody who could do a 
similar job in Kenya. 
I jumped on the occasion 
to apply, they trusted me 
and here I am for 16 years 

now of which 11 years for 
Better Globe Forestry 
which we registered at the 

end of the year 2004.  
 
What does your work at 

Better Globe Forestry 
entail?  
Our job is to develop a 
holistic, sustainable and 
commercial forestry enter-
prise by involving people 
from all over the world to 

support our work in Afri-
ca  because we realize 
that planting trees is car-
ing about people and the 
environment (see picture). 

During this process we 
create wealth for local 

people, among them a 
significant percentage of 
women, and we improve 
rural livelihoods through 
assistance to partner-
farmers with agroforestry, 

microfinance, education 
and water supply. 
We work in semi-arid land, 
not suitable for agriculture 
production, where we 
make the biggest differ-
ence for the communities, 

with our agro-ecology 

model and we will create 
massive employment by 
processing and exporting 
African wood. 
 

How do you like living 
in Kenya?    
I love it! Kenya is a mar-
velous country with great 
people. Life here is never 

boring, not one single day, 
and the open space is end-

less. Moreover, the place 
allows me to be a signifi-
cant part of something big 
that will leave a lasting 
positive impact on the life 
of many people. The chal-
lenges are there of course 

but was it not what I was 
looking for? Moreover I 
have a young family here 
which means that the 
bond I have with Kenya is 
now equally strong as the 

one I have with Belgium.  

 

Do you have any advice 
for countrymen moving 
to Kenya? 
Be an entrepreneur and 
believe in yourself. Some 

people might try to dis-
courage you but go for it 
and don’t look back! 
The most important quali-
ty needed is perseverance. 

Things can look pretty fog-
gy and incomprehensible 

in the beginning, but with 
commitment and belief 
combined with a good 
dose of humor, the sky will 
suddenly clear and the 
path will be open for what-
ever one attempts to real-

ize.  
Also find people who gen-
ially like you and want to 
help you in all aspects of 
life. One must be capable 
to gather some native ad-

vice when starting a life 

here. 

https://www.facebook.com/Embassy-of-Belgium-in-Nairobi-460174370660062/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/BEinKenya
http://kenya.diplomatie.belgium.be/
mailto:nairobi@diplobel.fed.be
mailto:nairobi@diplobel.fed.be
mailto:atd09@qet.be
http://focusonbelgium.be/
mailto:Colette.vanstraelen@economie.fgov.be
mailto:nairobi@belemb.eu

